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Viral Pneumonia

Case

Weighted repertory ranking across the scored rubric set. Narrower rubrics

contribute more than broad ones by using inverse remedy frequency.

CASE FRAME

Acute viral
pneumonia with high
fever, hard dry
irritating cough,
blood-streaked
sputum, inflamed
throat and nares,
breathing difficulty
during fever, fear of
being left alone, and
sleeplessness from
cough.

Case Text

RUBRIC COUNT

9 scored rubrics built
from the pneumonia,
cough, inflamed air-
passages, and mental
accompaniment
picture.

APPROACH

Objective repertory
calculation only.
Remedy names
mentioned in the
source text were not
used to choose the
rubric set or guide the
ranking. The method
follows standard
principles of
transparent and
reproducible
research.

I was called on 26 June 1960. He had arrived from Oberammergau the previous

night to stay with his niece, and thought he had thrown off a slight cold.

History

During the morning of the day on which I was called he had developed a fever, with

temperature 102°-103° and had been awake all night with a hard cough.

Sputum had been bloodstained on two occasions, with bright red streaks.

He was normally tough and threw off colds, but this time he felt ill.
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On examination

At 7.30 p.m., I found him to be a silent man.

His temperature was 102°. Pulse 90. Respiration 24.

He had a hard, dry, irritating cough.

He held his wife's hand and seemed afraid to be left alone.

His throat and nares were acutely inflamed.

Examination of chest revealed percussion note dull at the left base, with patchy
broncho-vesicular breathing.

There were fine crepitations left apex anteriorly.

Clinical diagnosis
Virus pneumonia involving left apex and left base.

Treatment

He was given Phosphorus 1M 2-hourly for 48 hours.

Pathological report summary
"Sedimentation rate maximal all methods.

The whole picture is quite consistent with virus pneumonia."

Progress

The following day he was very much better, with a temperature of 98°.

Pulse 80. Respiration 18.

His cough was less severe and he had been able to sleep.

Chest examination revealed a shower of fine crepitations at the left base, otherwise
physical signs had not changed.

Next day he reported having slept well, undisturbed by coughing.

Temperature remained 98°.

Pulse was down to 76.

Respiration was 16.

Chest: left apex clear, left base prolonged expiratory sounds but no crepitations.
He then told me he always had an 8-day fever with any cold, with the maximal rise
at 4-8 p.m., then dropping.

This had never been accounted for by blood examination.
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Rubrics Used

¢ Chest; Inflammation; Lungs, Pneumonia [500 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

e Respiration; Difficult; Fever, During [28 remedies; max grade 3; medium]

e Cough; Dry [694 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

e Cough; Irritating [106 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

¢ Expectoration; Bloody, Spitting Of Blood [365 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

e Mind; Company; Desire For; Alone, Agg. Being [130 remedies; max grade 4; broad]
e Throat; Inflammation, Sore Throat [664 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

¢ Nose; Inflammation [1069 remedies; max grade 4; broad]

o Sleep; Sleeplessness; Cough, From [79 remedies; max grade 4; medium]

Semi-Bayesian Analysis
Weighted repertory ranking across the scored rubric set. Narrower rubrics

contribute more than broad ones by using inverse remedy frequency.

REMEDY PROFILE POSTERIORDETAIL

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,

matches the hard dry
phosphorus [l s e pins
phosphorus expectoration, includes * 9/9 hits

inflamed throat and nares,
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.
0.219809 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,
oy o . includes blood-streaked )
nitricum acidum expectoration, includes 8 o) 30 grade points,
inflamed throat and nares, 9 ° 8/9 hits
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for

nitricum acidum
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company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.
0.215341 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,
. . includes blood-streaked

apls melhfera expectoration, includes

apis mellifera inflamed throat and nares,
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.
0.198502 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-

f rrum breathing difficulty layer,
T . includes blood-streaked
metallicum expectoration, includes
ferrum metallicum inflamed throat and nares,

touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company. 0.154640
weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,

. matches the hard dry
IYCOPOdlum irritating cough, includes
Cl avatum blood-streaked

) expectoration, includes
lycopodium clavatum inflamed throat and nares,

touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.
0.153347 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,

. matches the hard dry
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27 grade points,
8/9 hits

23 grade points,
7/9 hits

29 grade points,
9/9 hits
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COIlIuIIl
maculatum

conium maculatum

sepia officinalis
cuttle fish

kalium
carbonicum

kalium carbonicum

chelidonium
majus

chelidonium majus

irritating cough, includes
blood-streaked
expectoration, includes
inflamed throat and nares,
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.

0.150122 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,
includes blood-streaked
expectoration, includes
inflamed throat and nares,
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.

0.143913 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,
matches the hard dry
irritating cough, includes
blood-streaked
expectoration, includes
inflamed throat and nares,
touches the fear of being left
alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.

0.139182 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
the pneumonia with fever-
breathing difficulty layer,
includes blood-streaked
expectoration, includes
inflamed throat and nares.

0.132933 weighted evidence.

Strong repertory fit; covers
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29 grade points,
9/9 hits

28 grade points,
8/9 hits

27 grade points,
9/9 hits

18 grade points,
6/9 hits
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the pneumonia with fever-

. breathing difficulty layer,
pU1satllla includes blood-streaked 8 26 grade points
1 expectoration, includes . L
pratenSIS inflamed throat and nares, 5 5 8/9 hits

pasque flower touches the fear of being left

alone through desire for
company, includes
sleeplessness from cough.
0.128528 weighted evidence.

Weighted evidence score = sum of rubric grades multiplied by inverse rubric frequency from the
master repertory.
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